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BIBLICAL  NUMYSTERY  NO.  EIGHT 


What  was  the  Year  of  the  Crucifixion? 
by  Robert  Leonard 

Occasionally  in  dealer's  price  lists  of  coins  of  the  Roman  Procurators  of 
Judaea,  coins  of  Pontius  Pilate  of  year  16  (30  C.E.)  will  be  stated  to 
have  been  struck  in  the  "Year  of  the  Crucifixion".  The  authority  for 
this  statement  is  apparently  the  rather  tentative  one  of  Yeoman 
(Moneys  of  the  Bible,  pp.  43-44)  or  Jacob  (Coins  and  Christianity, 
p.  14),  or  perhaps  some  older  catalogs  or  articles.  Since  Jewish  as  well 
as  Christian  collectors  may  wish  to  own  a coin  associated  with  this 
historical  event,  let  us  examine  the  foundation  for  this  statement. 

To  my  knowledge,  seven  different  dates  have  been  advanced  for  the 
year  of  the  Crucifixion  by  various  Bible  students  and  sects: 


Year 
28  C.E. 

Date 

Source 

Outline  Studies  in  Biblical  Facts  and  History,  I.N. 
DePuy  and  J.B.  Davis  (1906). 

29  C.E. 

Mar.  18 

Coleman's  Historical  Text  Book  8i  Atlas  of  Biblical 
Geography  (1854). 

30  C.E. 

Apr.  7 

Jerusalem  Bible  (1966)  and  others. 

31  C.E. 

Spring 

Seventh-Day  Adventists  (1844  to  present). 

32  C.E. 

Apr.  11 

Daniel's  Prophecy  of  the  Seventy  Weeks,  Dr.  Alva 
J.  McClain  (1940). 

33  C.E. 
36  C.E. 

Apr.  3 

Archbishop  Usher,  Jehovah's  Witnesses,  and  others. 
The  Passover  Plot,  Hugh  J.  Schonfield  (1965). 

The  first. 

28  C.E., 

is  based  on  the  assumption  that  Jesus  was  born  early 

in  4 B.C.E.,  begin  his  ministry  at  exactly  "thirty  years  of  age" 

(Luke  3:23),  and  taught  for  three  years.  This  makes  his  age  33  at  the 
time  of  the  Crucifixion.  However,  the  calculation  of  4 B.C.E.  33  = 
28  C.E.  seems  to  be  in  error. 


The  second  date,  29  C.E.,  is  based  on  similar  calculations  but  different 
assumptions.  The  Nativity  is  assumed  to  be  in  6 B.C.E.,  placing  the 
beginning  of  Jesus'  ministry  in  25  C.E.  Adding  three  Passovers  brings 
us  to  28  C.E.,  and  the  Crucifixion  thus  occurred  on  the  eve  of  a fourth, 
in  29.  The  fifteen  of  Nisan  reckoned  from  the  evening,  fell  on  March 
18,  29  C.E.,  according  to  this  authority. 

The  next  date,  30  C.E.,  has  many  points  in  its  favor.  The  14th  of  Nisan 
fell  on  Friday  that  year,  which  accords  with  the  Gospel  narratives  of 
the  Passion.  John  2:20  suggests  that  Jesus  was  in  Jerusalem  in  the  be- 
ginning of  his  ministry  at  the  Passover  of  28  C.E.  (19  B.C.E.  -i-  46  years 
and  a fraction  = early  28  C.E.).  This  gives  him  a second  Passover  and 
preparation  for  a third,  harmonizing  reasonably  well  with  the  Gospel 
narratives.  The  ministry  of  John  the  Baptist  which  preceded  that  of 
Jesus,  began  (according  to  Luke  3:1)  in  tbe  fifteenth  year  of  Tiberius 
Caesar,  28/29  C.E.  according  to  Roman  chronology  but  September- 
October  28,  according  to  Syrian  calculation.  If  Luke  used  the  Syrian 
system,  his  date  for  the  beginning  of  Jesus'  ministry  agrees  with  the 
evidence  in  John,  and  if  the  Nativity  occured  in  4 B.C.E.,  then  Jesus 
was  certainly  "about  thirty  years  of  age"  at  this  time  (Fall  of  27  C.E.). 

Since  1844,  the  Seventh-Day  Adventists  have  held  as  an  article  of  faith 
that  the  Crucifixion  occurred  in  31  C.E.,  based  on  their  interpretation 
of  Daniel's  prophecy  of  the  seventy  weeks  (Daniel  9).  They  equate  a 
day  to  a year  and  thus  70  weeks  times  7 days  equals  490  years.  "The 
decree  to  rebuild  Jerusalem  went  into  effect  in  the  autumn  of  457  B.C. 
from  the  commandment  to  restore  Jerusalem  until  Messiah  the  Prince 
would  be  69  weeks  or  483  years.  Daniel  9:25.  Jesus  the  Messiah  began 
his  public  ministry  in  the  autumn  of  A.D.  27,  exactly  483  years  after 
the  autumn  of  457  B.C.  Sixty-nine  weeks  gone  leaves  one  week  or  7 
years.  In  the  midst  of  this  week,  the  angel  told  Daniel,  Messiah  'shall 
cause  the  sacrifice  and  the  oblation  to  cease'.  Daniel  9:27.  The  'midst' 
of  the  week  would  be  balf-way  through  it,  or  three-and-a-half  years 
after  it  began.  Three-and-a-half  years  from  the  autumn  of  A.D.  27 
brings  us  to  the  spring  of  A.D.  31,  which  is  exactly  when  Jesus  died  on 
the  cross.  The  curtain  in  the  temple  was  torn  from  top  to  bottom  by 
an  unseen  hand.  Mark  15:38.  The  sacrifices  ceased  to  be  significant 
from  that  moment  on  - exactly  when  the  prophecy  predicted!  (Signs 
of  the  Times,  Nov.  1975,  pp.  4-5).  Of  course,  the  other  chronological 
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evidence  for  30  C.E.  ■ except  for  the  14th  of  Nisan  not  falling  on  a 
Friday  - harmonizes  with  this  date,  also.  The  Adventists  explain  this 
key  discrepancy  by  supposing  that  "atmospheric  conditions"  prevented 
the  priests  at  Jerusalem  from  seeing  the  cresent  moon  and  thus  delayed 
the  proclamation  of  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  IMisan  that  year.  "A 
Friday  date  for  the  crucifixion  of  Christ  in  A.D.  31  is  possible  . . . how- 
ever, the  date  of  A.D.  31  for  the  crucifixion  is  a certainty."  (Signs  of 
the  Times,  April,  1976,  p.  30). 

A different  interpretation  of  this  same  prophecy  gives  the  date  as 
32  C.E.  Starting  with  the  date  of  445  B.C.E.  (Nehemiah  2:1)  and 
counting  69  weeks  of  seven  years  each,  "and  each  year  has  360  days, 
the  equation  is  as  follows:  69  x 7 x 360  = 17,880  days.  Beginning  with 
March  14,  445  B.C.,  this  number  of  days  brings  us  to  April  5, 32  A.D." 
(The  conversion  to  modern  months  includes  allowances  for  leap  years.) 
"April  6,  32  A.D.  . . . should  mark  the  very  day  of  Messiah's  manifesta- 
tion as  the  Prince  of  Israel.  Without  attempting  to  enter  into  the  clear 
but  intricate  chronological  calculations  set  forth  by  Anderson  in  his 
book.  The  Coming  Prince  (pages  95-105),  I shall  simply  state  his  con- 
clusion that  April  6,  32  A.D.,  was  the  tenth  of  Nisan,  that  momentous 
day  on  which  our  Lord,  in  fulfillment  of  Messianic  prophecy,  rode  up 
to  Jerusalem  on  the  'foal  of  an  ass'  and  offered  himself  as  the  Prince 
and  King  of  Israel".  (Daniel's  Prophecy  of  the  Seventy  Weeks,  pp. 
19-20.)  The  date  of  the  Crucifixion  would,  of  course,  be  five  days  after 
Jesus'  entrance  into  Jerusalem,  or  April  1 1. 

Archbishop  Usher  was  among  the  first  to  calculate  Bible  chronology, 
and  his  book,  Annales  Veteris  et  Novi  Testamenti  (1650-54),  was  ac- 
cepted as  authority  for  centuries.  Even  now,  it  is  believed  by  millions 
with  slight,  if  any,  changes.  He  determined  the  date  of  the  Crucifixion 
as  April  3,  33  C.E.  In  this  year,  as  in  30,  the  14th  of  Nisan  fell  on  a 
Friday,  and  if  the  Roman  chronology  is  followed,  the  ministry  of  John 
the  Baptist  began  in  28/29  C.E.,  giving  Jesus  a ministry  of  about  four 
years,  which  harmonizes  fairly  well  with  the  Gospels  (though  not  as 
well  as  30  C.E.).  The  Jehovah's  Witnesses  have  adopted  this  date  as  an 
article  of  faith,  based  on  their  interpretation  of  Daniel's  prophecy  of 
the  seventy  weeks.  Briefly,  they  begin  their  count  from  455  B.C.E., 
take  a year  for  a day,  and  thus  arrive  at  29  C.E.  for  the  end  of  the  69th 
week  (455  B.C.E.  -t-  483  years  = 28  C.E.,  but  since  the  rebuilding 


occurred  during  the  year  455  B.C.E.,  the  483  years  would  carry  over 
into  the  year  29).  Adding  three  and  one-half  years  (middle  of  the 
seventieth  week)  places  the  Crucifixion  in  33  C.E. 

Jewish  scholar,  Hugh  J.  Schonfield,  places  more  emphasis  on  Josephus 
than  the  Gospels  in  his  determinations.  According  to  the  Gospels,  the 
period  of  public  activities  of  Jesus  extended  from  not  long  before  to 
not  long  after  the  imprisonment  and  execution  of  John  the  Baptist . . . 
"John  had  denounced  as  unlawful  the  tetrarch's  (Antipas)  marriage  to 
Herodias,  widow  of  his  brother,  Philip.  Dn  the  evidence  of  Josephus, 
Philip  died  at  the  end  of  A.D.  33  or  early  in  34,  and  the  marriage  must 
be  presumed  to  have  taken  place  in  34  (the  Jerusalem  Bible  dates  it  to 
about  27).  . . Following  Josephus,  we  are  accordingly  able  to  assign  the 
imprisonment  and  execution  of  John  the  Baptist  to  year  A.D.  35.  The 
baptism  of  Jesus  must  then  be  placed  late  in  34  or  more  probably  in  the 
spring  of  35,  and  his  crucifixion  at  the  Passover  of  36  in  the  last  year  of 
Pilate's  administration."  (The  Passover  Plot,  p.  263).  This  date  har- 
monizes with  Luke's  chronology:  "He  dates  the  birth  of  Jesus  at  the 
time  of  the  census  carried  out  when  Quirinius  was  legate  of  Syria, 
which  was  in  A.D.  6-7  (according  to  Josephus)  ...  So  that  in  A.D.  35 
he  would  have  been  twenty-nine."  This  agrees  with  Luke's  statement 
that  "Jesus,  when  he  began  his  ministry,  was  about  thirty  years  of  age." 


So  there  is  no  agreement  among  Christians  and  Jews  as  to  what  year 
was  the  "Year  of  the  Crucifixion."  My  own  preference  is  for  the  con- 
clusions of  the  Jerusalem  Bible  scholars,  that  it  was  30  C.E.,  but  it  must 
be  admitted  that  the  evidence  is  inconclusive  and  contradictory,  and  we 
shall  probably  never  know.  Any  one  of  Pilate's  coin  issues  (years  16, 
17,  or  18  = 30,  31,  or  32  C.E.)  or  none  of  them  may  have  been  struck 
in  that  historic  year. 


See  story  on  next  page. . . 


THE  CONQUESTS 
OF  SIMON 
142  TO  135  M.c. 


D Moccobeon  footrest 

Areoi  conqu^t^d  by  5i"^on 
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BIBLIOPHILE  CORNER 


RIGHTS  OF  COINING  MONEY  ACCORDED 
TO  SIMON  THE  MACCABEE 

by  Frederic  Madden  (1881) 

Palestine,  during  the  government  of  Simon,  attained  a degree 
of  prosperity  that  it  had  not  known  for  a long  time:  “Then  did 
they  till  their  ground  in  peace,  and  the  earth  gave  her  increase 
and  the  trees  of  the  field  their  fruit.  The  ancient  men  sat  all  in 
the  streets,  communing  together  of  good  things,  and  the  young 
men  put  on  glorious  and  warlike  apparel.  He  provided  victuals 
for  the  cities,  and  set  in  them  all  manner  of  munition,  so  that 
his  honourable  name  was  renowned  unto  the  end  of  the  world. 
He  made  peace  in  the  land,  and  Israel  rejoiced  with  great  joy, 
for  every  man  sat  under  his  vine  and  his  fig-tree,  and  there  was 
none  to  fray  them.  Neither  was  there  any  left  in  the  land  to 
fight  against  them:  yea,  the  kings  themselves  were  overthrown 
in  those  days.  Moreover,  he  strengthened  all  those  of  his  peo- 
ple that  were  brought  low;  the  law  he  searched  out;  and  every 
contemner  of  the  law  and  wicked  person  he  took  away.  He 
beautified  the  sanctuary  and  multiplied  the  vessels  of  the  tem- 
ple,” and  all  the  people  said,  “What  thanks  shall  we  give  to 
Simon  and  his  sons?”  (1  Maccab.  xiv.  8-15,  25). 


Tetradrachm  of  Antiochus  VII 


In  the  year  140  B.C.  Demetrius  II  was  taken  prisoner  by 
Arsaces  VI  (Mithridates  I),  king  of  Parthia,  and  Antiochus  VII. 
Sidetes,  the  second  son  of  Demetrius  I,  having  expelled  the 
usurper  Tryphon,  soon  after  sent  letters  to  Simon  the  high- 
priest  and  prince  of  the  Jews,  granting  to  him  still  more  fa- 
vorable advantages.  Not  only  were  the  former  privileges  re- 
newed, but  a considerable  addition  was  made,  inasmuch  as  he 
accorded  to  the  Jews  the  right  of  coining  money:  “King 
Antiochus  to  Simon  the  high-priest  and  prince  of  his  nation, 
and  to  the  people  of  the  Jews,  greeting:  Forasmuch  as  certain 
pestilent  men  have  usurped  the  kingdom  of  our  fathers,  and 
my  purpose  is  to  challenge  it  again,  that  I may  restore  it  to  the 
old  estate,  and  to  that  end  have  gathered  a multitude  of 
foreign  soldiers  together,  and  prepared  ships  of  war,  my  mean- 
ing also  being  to  go  through  the  country  that  I may  be  avenged 
of  them  that  have  destroyed  it,  and  made  many  cities  in  the 
kingdom  desolate;  now  therefore  I confirm  unto  thee  all  the 
oblations  which  the  kings  before  me  granted  thee,  and  whatso- 
ever gifts  besides  they  granted.  I give  thee  leave  also  to  coin 
money  for  thy  country  with  thine  own  stamp,  and  as  concern- 
ing Jerusalem  and  the  sanctuary,  let  them  be  free;  and  all  the 
armour  that  thou  hast  made,  and  fortresses  that  thou  hast 
built,  and  keepest  in  thine  hands,  let  them  remain  unto  thee. 
And  if  anything  be,  or  shall  be,  owing  to  the  king,  let  it  be 
forgiven  thee  from  this  time  forth  forevermore.  Furthermore, 
when  we  have  obtained  our  kingdom,  we  will  honour  thee,  and 
thy  nation  and  thy  temple,  with  great  honour,  so  that  your 
honour  shall  be  known  throughout  the  world.” 


Tetradrachm  of  Tryphon 


Antiochus  now  besieged  Dora,  where  Tryphon  had  taken  re- 
fuge, and  Simon  sent  to  Antiochus  two  thousand  men,  and 
some  large  sums  of  money.  Antiochus,  however,  forgot  the 
assistance  that  Simon  had  afforded  him,  and  “would  not  re- 
ceive them,  but  brake  all  the  covenants  which  he  had  made 
with  him  afore,”  and  sent  Athenobius  with  the  following 
message:  —“Ye  withhold  Joppe  and  Gazara,  with  the  tower 
that  is  in  Jerusalem,  which  are  cities  of  my  realm  . . . Now 
therefore  deliver  the  cities  which  ye  have  taken,  and  the  tri- 
butes of  the  places  ...  or  else  give  me  for  them  five  hundred 
talents  of  silver:  and  for  the  harm  that  ye  have  done  and  the 
tributes  of  the  cities,  other  five  hundred  talents;  if  not,  we  will 
come  and  fight  against  you.”  Simon  refused  to  agree  to  all 
these  proposals,  but  sent  one  hundred  talents  for  the  cities  of 
Joppa  and  Gazara.  Antiochus  immediately  sent  an  army  into 
Judaea  under  Cendebaeus,  and  the  aged  Simon  confided  the 
management  of  the  war  to  his  two  eldest  sons,  Judas  and  John. 
Cendebaeus  was  put  to  flight,  and  2000  Syrians  were  killed. 

It  was  not,  however,  permitted  to  the  aged  Simon  to  end  his 
days  in  peace.  While  taking  a tour  with  his  wife  and  two  sons, 
Judas  and  Mattathias,  he  paid  a visit  to  his  son-in-law  Ptolemy, 
governor  of  Jericho,  at  the  fortress  of  Doch.  There,  in  the  mid- 
dle of  a feast,  Ptolemy  treacherously  murdered  him  and  his 
two  sons  (Feb.  135  B.C.).  He  then  wrote  to  inform  Antiochus 
of  what  he  had  done,  begging  him  to  send  an  army  to  assist 
him  in  taking  the  country.  He  also  sent  some  men  to  Gazara  to 
kill  John,  who,  being  forewarned,  was  enabled  to  frustrate  the 
wicked  designs  of  his  brother-in-law,  and  to  destroy  those  who 
had  come  to  slay  him. 


Silver  Shekel  Bronze  Coin 


In  the  past,  various  coins  were  attributed  to  Simon,  but  schol- 
ars now  are  in  agreement  that  no  coins  of  Simon  are  as  yet 
known.  Shown  above  are  the  famous  silver  Shekel  and  a 
bronze  coin  formerly  assigned  to  Simon  but  now  determined 
to  have  been  struck  during  the  First  Revolt  (66-70  A.D.). 
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MORE  ON  THE  SHROUD  OF  TURIN 
COIN  THEORY 

by  Mel  Wacks  NLG 


Headlines  in  both  the  numismatic  and  general  press  recently 
proclaimed  that  a coin  of  Pontius  Pilate  had  been  detected 
during  extensive  scientific  investigation  of  the  Shroud  of 
Turin,  as  reported  by  Rev.  Francis  L.  Filas  S.J.  of  Loyola 
University  of  Chicago.  The  coin  of  the  Procurator  Pontius 
Pilate  features  the  outline  of  the  augur’s  staff  or  lituus. 

However,  there  is  a serious  problem  with  this  theory,  that 
was  originally  pointed  out  in  the  October  1978  issue  of  THE 
AUGUR.  That  issue  also  featured  a reprint  of  the  original  re- 
search by  Dr.  Eric  Jumper,  Dr.  John  Jackson  and  Kenneth 
Stevenson,  Jr.  in  which  they  first  expressed  the  theory  that  the 
augur  staff  coin  of  Pilate  had  made  an  impression  on  the 
historic  Shroud. 

It  is  generally  agreed  that  Jesus  died  A.D.  30.  This  date  is 
typically  computed  in  the  Encyclopaedia  Judaica:  “Accord- 
ing to  Luke’s  date,  Jesus  was  baptized  by  John  the  Baptist 
either  in  27/28  or  28/29  C.E.,  when  he  was  about  the  age  of 
30.  On  the  evidence  in  the  first  three  Gospels,  the  period  be- 
tween his  baptism  and  crucifixion  comprised  no  more  than 
one  year;  although  according  to  John  it  ran  to  two  or  even 
three  years.  It  seems  that  on  the  point  of  duration  of  Jesus’ 
public  ministry  the  Synoptic  Gospels  are  to  be  trusted.  Most 
probably,  then,  Jesus  was  baptized  in  28/29  and  died  in  the 
year  30  C.E.” 

We  can  even  date  the  events  surrounding  the  crucifixion  to 
the  day,  since  the  “last  supper”  was  actually  the  ritual  Jewish 
Passover  seder,  and  the  exact  date  of  Passover  in  A.D.  30  can 
be  computed.  According  to  the  Bible  Study  Helps  in  the  Holy 
Bible,  World  Publishing  Company,  the  “last  supper”  (Passover 
seder)  took  place  on  Friday,  April  7,  and  the  crucifixion 
occured  later  that  same  day.  In  those  times  the  day  was  de- 
fined from  sunset  to  sunset.  But  the  small  bronze  “mite” 
with  the  augur’s  wand  was  not  issued  by  Pilate  until  almost 
four  months  later! 

The  coins  of  Pontius  Pilate  were  dated  according  to  the 
regnal  year  of  the  Roman  Emperor  Tiberius,  as  was  the  cus- 
tom. Tiberius,  adopted  son  of  Augustus  Caesar,  assumed  the 
throne  upon  the  death  of  Augustus  in  August  14  A.D.  Thus 
the  years  of  Tiberius  would  have  to  be  reckoned  from  August, 
rather  than  the  normal  January  of  the  Julian  calendar.  So  the 
first  year  of  Tiberius  ran  from  August  14  A.D.  through  July 

15  A.D.,  the  second  year  from  August  15  A.D.  through  July 

16  A.D.,  and  so  on.  The  time  of  the  crucifixion  would  have 
fallen  within  the  latter  half  of  the  16th  year  of  Tiberius’ rule. 

The  first  coin  issued  by  Pilate  is  dated  “LIS”  representing 
the  16th  regnal  year.  This  small  bronze  “mite”  features  three 
ears  of  barley  and  a simpulum  (ceremonial  ladle).  The  inscrip- 
tion surrounding  the  simpulum  is  identical  to  the  legend  a- 
round  the  augur’s  wand  on  the  coins  issued  in  the  following 
two  years.  The  reverse  inscription  honors  the  Emperor’s 
mother,  Julia,  and  this  issue  likely  came  to  an  abrupt  end  with 
her  death  in  the  year  29  A.D. 


Scholars  in  the  last  century  declared  that  there  were  also 
coins  with  the  augur’s  wand  dated  “LIS”  (Year  16),  however 
these  have  all  been  shown  to  be  die  cutter  errors,  whereby  the 
last  letter  in  “LIZ”  (Year  17)  was  inscribed  backwards  so  as  to 
appear  to  be  “LIS.”  Madden  and  others  have  been  proven  to 
have  mistaken  with  regard  to  this  attribution. 

The  first  coin  depicting  the  augur’s  wand  appeared  some- 
time after  August  30  A.D.,  well  after  the  crucifixion  in  April! 


There  are  several  possibilities: 


(1)  If  the  crucifixion  did  take  place  in  30  A.D.  and  if  the  coin 
impressed  in  the  Shroud  depicts  an  augur’s  wand  . . . then 
it  could  not  have  been  Jesus’  shroud. 

(2)  Perhaps  the  crucifixion  should  be  dated  in  31  A.D.  or  later, 
which  would  be  in  agreement  with  the  Book  of  John. 

(3)  Perhaps  the  impressed  coin  is  the  type  struck  by  Pilate  in 
29  A.D.,  showing  the  simpulum;  the  lettering  on  this 
“mite”  is  identical  to  the  inscription  surrounding  the 
augur’s  wand. 

(4)  Or  perhaps  there  is  another  answer. 


I hope  that  this  information  can  be  of  some  help  in  unlock- 
ing the  fascinating  mystery  of  the  Shroud  of  Turin. 


BULLETIN  FROM  N.Y.  TIMES  (9/21/80) 

For  years  scientists  examining  the  Shroud  of  Turin,  be- 
lieved  in  some  quarters  to  be  the  veritable  burial  shroud  of 
Jesus,  have  hemmed  and  hawed  and  said  it  might  well  be  au- 
thentic. Last  week  Dr.  Walter  C.  McCrone,  a Chicago  micros- 
copist  and  consultant,  was  quoted  in  the  British  Roman  Catho- 
lic press  as  saying  he  thought  it  was  probably  a fake.  Dr. 
McCrone  said  he  identified  one  of  the  substances  on  the 
shroud  as  an  artist’s  pigment  called  red  ochre,  and  suggested 
that  radiocarbon  dating  — which  church  officials  have  not  per- 
mitted — would  probably  place  the  shroud  around  A.D.  1436. 


COIN-OF-THE-MONTH 


FOUNDING  AELIA  CAPITOLINA 


Ya’akov  Meshorer  has  concluded  that  “the  Roman  colony  of 
Aelia  Capitolina  (e.g.  Jerusalem)  was  founded  before  the  Bar 
Kochba  war  . . . during  Hadrian’s  visit  to  the  Land  of  Israel  in 
130  C.E.”  This  action  was  one  of  the  causes  of  the  Bar  Kochbaf 
Revolt. 

This  bronze  coin  of  Hadrian  (Wacl^s  102)  shows  the  Emperor 
in  a cart  pulled  by  a bull  and  ox,  defining  the  boundaries  of 
the  refounded  city  as  that  area  traversed  by  the  cart  within 
24  hours. 
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